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       WELCOME BACK 

     After a strange, yet wonderfully warm and sunny five months, the NCM 

opens its doors again to in-person lessons.  Unfortunately, we had to make a 

quick decision back in March to move all of our students to online lessons if 

we were going to continue functioning as a school during this pandemic.  

This worked out well for the most part. The NCM was lucky that our faculty 

and students worked together to make the transition go fairly smoothly in 

such a short time frame. Unfortunately, some of our fellow community 

schools in BC were not so lucky. We can all agree that in-person lessons are 

the best way to go when teaching, and learning instruments of any kind, but 

thanks to technology, our students and faculty were able to continue to 

reach new goals and be creative in their learning.  

      We do offer online lessons still for those who possibly have health-

related issues or do not feel comfortable coming back to in-person lessons 

just yet. COVID-19 has affected everyone in different ways, and the NCM is 

trying to respect everyone’s personal preferences during these unprece-

dented times.  

      Although we now have COVID guidelines and protocols in place at the 

school, it is wonderful to hear music flowing through the hallways again. 

Those sweet notes were dearly missed over the last several months. 

       For more information on our COVID guidelines and policies, please see  

Page 2.  
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NCM  COVID GUIDELINES - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Practice physical distancing if not wearing a mask  
Keep six feet/two meters away from people to the extent possible 

Everyone entering the NCM must wear a mask. 

Don’t touch your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

Wash your hands regularly. 

Respectfully refrain from shaking hands or hugging anyone. 

Please cover your nose and mouth with the elbow or a tissue 
when coughing or sneezing. Throw the tissue away after us-
ing. 
 
Use the provided hand sanitizers around the school and in 
the studio’s. 

Instructors will be disinfecting frequently touched surfaces 

after each lesson, including light switches, chairs, stools, mu-

sic stands and door handles. 

 

Don’t share pens or pencils, please bring your own. 

 

Do your best to refrain from touching anything without hand 

sanitizing before and after. This includes instruments, door 

handles, headphones, cases, gear bags, stools and chairs, 

pens. 

 

No congregating in the halls or waiting areas. Please have 

any discussions with parents and students in your studios. 

 

Please check for a clear hallway before proceeding to either 

the back or front door. 

 

Parents who will be waiting during their child’s lesson must 

wait outside the school. 

(EX: Their vehicle) or come into the studio for the lessons. 

 

Students should not be bringing any food or drink into the 

Conservatory. 

 

Wind instruments and vocals will be online lessons only at 

this time. 

 

All string instruments and piano can be either online or in-

person at this time. 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVE: To do our part in stopping the spread of COVID-19 while still continuing to make a meaningful 

difference in our community by enhancing lives through music. 

If you are sick, please stay home and follow the CDC guidelines to self-quarantine and seek appropriate 

medical attention. 

 

All in-person lessons will take place at the NCM. Fac-

ulty cannot use their own home studio’s to teach in-

person lessons to any registered NCM student at 

this time.  

 

Students should not be coming into the school early 

as there is no waiting in the hallways or front and 

back lobby’s at this time. 

 

All group lessons taking place in the ensemble room 

can have no more than 8 participants at one time 

with a maximum of 2 instructors.  Please adhere to 

the markers on the floor. 

 

All instructors conducting the group lessons are not 

required to wear a mask but should wear a face 

shield, and adhere to the social distancing require-

ments of 6 ft. 

 

Group lessons must last no longer than 60 min, and 

the ensemble room must be cleared out for 30 min 

so the air can be circulated through. 

 

Students are not permitted to use the carpet mats 

previously used, and must either sit on the floor or 

use the vinyl chairs provided. Cloth chairs cannot be 

used at this time. 

 

All ensemble room doors must be shut during ses-

sions, and the kitchen door must stay closed at all 

times. 

 

 

 

 

* All hand sanitizers in the school are alcohol free, 

and health Canada approved. All disinfectants pro-

vided are hydrogen peroxide based, making it safe 

to wipe down all surfaces and instruments, including 

piano keys, yet will kill viruses, bacteria and other 

germs according to the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC).  
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REGISTRATION TIME IS HERE AGAIN 
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    The NCM has some good news!! After months of being 

closed for in-person music lessons, we have re-opened all of 

our doors. Everyone is looking forward to getting back to some 

kind of normal routine. Although voice and wind instruments 

will not be partaking in the in-person lessons, we are still offer-

ing them  online.  

   Both Youth and Mezzo Choirs are on hiatus until the new 

year, and  a return date is TBA.  

    Each instructor has set up a teaching plan. Some alternate 

between online and in-person lessons every other week, while 

some choose to work from the NCM directly and teach both in-

person and online from their studio’s . We are refraining from 

having any of our instructors teach from their own home studi-

os at this time.  

  We had our rush of registrations in September, and although 

our enrollment is slightly down, there are still lots of returning 

and new students who will be joining us this year. Please regis-

ter before starting any lessons. **Our instructors cannot 

charge with lessons taught unless the student is in our system 

and this may interrupt regularly scheduled lessons until regis-

trations are complete. 

  Suzuki group violin and cello classes will still be taking place, 

however, Suzuki group piano will not be running this year but 

will hopefully return next year. The Harp Ensemble and Harp 

Studio A & C are currently running as well. 

  We have a new program starting October 26 called Tune In 

with Graylen Howard. This program is geared for 3 –5 yr old's 

and their caregivers and features a special curriculum where 

students play games and participate in other interactive activi-

ties to help them internalize the foundational skills they will 

use as their musical abilities grow. This program is 8—45 mi-

nute weekly sessions and space is limited. Graylen Howard will 

be directing this program and comes to us with experience in 

Music Therapy.  He has personally designed this program for 

the NCM, and we are excited to have him onboard. Please call 

There are COVID guidelines and procedures  in place 

to keep everyone safe and the virus at bay. We do ask 

that everyone enter the NCM wearing a mask, if you 

are ill or not feeling well, to please stay home and no-

tify your instructor. 

   If you or someone you know is interested in taking 

lessons or joining a group through the NCM, please 

call the office at 250-754-4611. 

You find find the following forms if you scroll to the 

bottom of the registration page on our website 

Registration Form 

PAP Form  

(Pre-authorized payment) 

2020-2021 Course Catalog 
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After over 15 years of 

teaching flute and re-

corder with the NCM, 

Cindy Speelman has 

moved on to start new 

adventures. She is 

adored by her stu-

dents, and respected by other faculty and 

fellow musicians. Her positive attitude, en-

couraging tone and contagious smile will be 

missed around our halls, but she has said, 

Nanaimo hasn't seen the last of her, and 

she will return when she is able to partici-

pate in workshops and concerts. 

“Thank you to all the students, colleagues, 

the Board and Executive Director for over 15 

years of wonderful memories at the NCM. I 

will miss you all.  I wish everyone at the 

Conservatory, the best of luck in their musi-

cal journeys in the future”. 

Jennifer Cluff has taught 

for the Nanaimo Con-

servatory of Music for 

over 2 decades. She has 

seen students come and 

go and has watched the 

landscape of the NCM 

change with the seasons.  All through these 

years  she has kept her cheery hello’s, and 

energetic attitude towards doing what she 

loves,  teaching flute. Her students truly 

adore her as does everyone else who has 

had the pleasure of knowing her.  As of 

January 2021, Jenn will be stepping away 

from the NCM to take time for herself. We 

may still get to see her smiling face around 

the halls when we can get her back to host 

a workshop or two. We wish Jen all the best 

in her retirement, and future adventures   

to come! 

         Two long-time beloved NCM Instructors say goodbye 

We are pleased to introduce our new flute instructor 

who has already stepped in and has started teach-

ing. Judith Pazder graduated 

from Dalhousie University with 

a Bachelor of Music in Flute 

Performance and  is also facul-

ty at the Victoria Conservatory 

of Music. She has been the 

director of the Academy Flute 

Choir for the past 10 years. Judith also played with 

Cindy Speelman in the High Notes Flute Choir, so 

some of our students have already had the pleasure 

of meeting her.  Judith currently teaches for the 

NCM on Fridays and still has a few time slots availa-

ble for new or returning  

students.  

 

   Judith Pazder put on a fabulous outdoor concert held 

on August 8 in Elaine Tschofen’s 

beautiful backyard. This was a great 

way to introduce the NCM’s newest 

flute instructor who will be taking 

over Cindy Speelman’s ensembles 

and studio. We all wish Judith the 

best of luck here in Nanaimo and 

welcome her with open arms.  

 

Welcoming our newest faculty member 

to the NCM 

      A summer concert in the garden 

               The Travelling Flute  
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Group A - Wed. October 26—December 16  

10am—10:45 

Group B - Wed. October 26 - December 16 

11am—11:45 

 

    Please call the NCM office at 250-754-4611 to register 

   8 week session  - $135 

A music program that teaches your toddler or preschooler fundamental music and life skills 

through unique and engaging musical activities that build teamwork, cooperation, and spark 

the imagination. In each class, your preschooler will explore making and noticing patterns, and 

tonal processing, short and long-term musical memory, understanding sound and silence, play-

ing with song structure and dynamics, and improving auditory focus and listening skills.  

TUNE IN  

with 
Graylen Howard 

Music Therapist 

The sessions are limited to 6 participants plus one caregiver each. All instruments will be sanitized  

before class and physical distancing will be observed. All caregivers must wear a mask. 
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TOP STORIES FROM THE NCM 

 
 Facilities at the NCM get a new look. 

  After much planning and fundraising, the NCM has now completed 

phase 1 of the NCM Renovation Plan.   Where there is usually silence 

engulfing the hallways during the summer, there was hammering,  

drilling, and heavy footsteps all around. August was a busy month, and 

now that it is over, it is a relief to get back into a regular routine. 

     We are excited to  let you know that the NCM now has a new and 

level floor laid in the ensemble room with some fresh paint, new base-

boards, and window coverings as well as new lighting.  

    

The NCM also has an up to date accessible 

washroom. Both washrooms now have new 

flooring, baseboards, a fresh and updated 

coat of paint to the walls, a switch up to the 

lighting, along with new toilets and sinks.  

The washrooms are in the final stages of 

being complete, and it’s a matter of  in-

stalling mirrors and a few other little touch 

ups. 

    The Conservatory has been well-loved 

and well-used, but it is imperative that it 

gets  updated to improve the building’s op-

eration and safety, attractiveness, function-

ality and accessibility for all.  

    We have a 4 stage plan and stage 1 is now 

complete. Going forward, Stage 2 of the 

NCM Renovation Plan is to replace our roof. 

There is no delaying with this task, as the 

roof is on it’s last legs and desperately 

needs to get replaced. We are aiming for 

next spring / summer to get this done. We 

want to avoid any further issues with leaks 

and patching of the roof, going into the win-

ter of 2021-2022. 

   Stage 3 of the NCM Renovations Plan will 

be to install new windows and doors. These 

upgrades will improve the building’s opera-

tion and safety, attractiveness, functionality 

and accessibility for all.  Stage 4 is all about 

replacing the old carpeting in the hallways, 

and giving our studio’s a little spruce up.  

    A big THANK YOU goes out to Houle Elec-

tric,  United flooring, Sherwin-Williams, Kara 

Banes, Joao van Zyl, Dave Andrucson and 

Haverstock construction for their contribu-

tion towards the Ensemble and washroom 

renovations. 

     HOW TO DONATE TO THE NCM RENOVATION 

      By clicking on the picture above, you will be taken to the NCM’s 

Giving Fund through PayPal. Because the NCM is a non-profit charita-

ble organization, we will receive 100% of all donations, and you will 

be issues a tax receipt directly from PayPal for your generous dona-

tion. You can also give by cheque,  E-transfer and credit card over the 

phone. We appreciate our Sponsors and Donors so much for helping 

the Nanaimo Conservatory of Music make a meaningful difference in 

our community by enhancing lives through the trans formative power 

of music, for over 45 years. 
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 THE STUDENTS OF THE NCM GET  

CREATIVE WITH 2020 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
    

Every year the NCM puts on an end of year recital followed by a scholarship 

award ceremony, and every year, it is up to individual instructors to submit rec-

ommendations for offered scholarships. This year, because we could not gather 

for a recital or award ceremony, our students were asked to use their creative 

minds, and either write an essay or create a video of what music means to them.   

   The applications we received were amazing, to say the least. Every one of our 

applicants put thought and time into their submissions and it truly was a blessing 

to see and hear what music means to our students in their own words. Some vid-

eos were of them just talking, or playing or both. Some were skits put on with the 

help of their parents and siblings.  Several generous donors created a COVID 

scholarship, which had the applicant talk about how their lives have been affect-

ed by COVID and how music is helping them get through it.  Our students are 

truly inspirational! 

                                      The 2020 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS 

 

Robyn Boar - Aspiring Flutist                                        Anya Mikes - Isolation Inspiration 

Uei-Young Jung - Bill Turko                                       Brydan Morris - Isolation Inspiration 

Mila Ruffel - George and Phyllis Flute               Olivia Crowhurst - Isolation Inspiration 

Edward Wang - George and Phyllis Violin                    Zoe Cripps - Isolation Inspiration 

Elsa Tinlin – George and Phyllis Violin 

Muyiwa Alabi - Joie De Vivre 

Ella wyndlow—Joyce Horner 

Cassidy White - Marie Popson Memorial 

Zina Okereke - Michael Popson Memorial 

Danial Rainer - Veronica Wagner 

Jasmine Ginn - Veronica Wagner 

   * If you would like to donate to our scholarship program, or create a scholarship of your own, please 
email to info@ncmusic.ca. Some of our scholarships are a one-time award, while others can last sever-
al years. These scholarship awards go towards helping the students pay for their lessons and travel 
costs if they come from out of town or travel to an event or a competition. 
    Every donation, of any amount, helps our students realize their potential. 
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           THE FALL NCM RECIPE BOOK FUNDRAISER 

                              “BACH TO COOKING” 

  We thought it would be fun to create a cookbook that not only includes delicious 

and interesting recipes but also some interesting facts and funny memes based on our 

favorite classical composers.  

  If there is a positive to be said about this whole worldwide pandemic, it is only that 

we all had to take a step back, slow down for a bit, and get back to basics.  With peo-

ple not going out to eat at restaurants as much as they use to, we could all use some 

new recipes to keep our mealtimes from becoming boring.  The NCM is looking for 

your favorite recipes to add to the cookbook. They can be anything from appetizers to 

zucchini dishes and every letter in between, including beverages and desserts.  Have a 

look through your favorite cookbook or pull out Grandma’s tried and true concoctions 

and send them on in.  Switch it up if you like and give them a name that relates to 

music in some way. You can even add your name to the recipe, so we know who to 

thank for our new favorites. All submissions need to be in by October 31, 2020.  

Can’t decide on just one, then send in a few! 

Please email your submissions to recipes@ncmusic.ca. 
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JOIN  THE 

Nanaimo Conservatory of Music 

BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS 

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

The Nanaimo Conservatory of Music (NCM) has more 

than 43 years of history in foster excellence in the per-

forming arts in the Central Vancouver Island Region. 

Strong communities rely on their resources, and the 

Nanaimo Conservatory is both a strong and evolving or-

ganization with ever-changing needs. One of those needs 

is for you to get involved and NCM offers a great oppor-

tunity to do so. 

Election of Directors will take place at the Nanaimo Con-

servatory of Music’s (NCM) Annual General Meeting in 

November. 

Click here for an application - hand this form, along with 

a short resume/biography, to ncmboard@ncmusic.ca.  

You should include any experience in teaching, fundrais-

ing, promotions, legal work, finance or administration. 

Let us know what your interests are in the community, 

and if you have any other board experience. You will be 

invited to attend our next meeting. Board members will 

be on hand to answer any questions you may have. 

For more information contact ncmboard@ncmusic.ca. 

375 Selby St,  

Nanaimo, BC. V9R 2R4 

T: 250-754-4611 

E: ncmboard@ncmusic.ca 

By becoming a Director, you can 

channel your ideas and energy to 

help identify and meet the needs of 

central Vancouver Island and con-

tribute towards building a stronger 

community.  

It also offers you the opportunity to: 

*Volunteer your technical, social 

and creative skills for the common 

good, 

*Gain professional credit for mak-

ing a community contribution 

*Influence the implementation of 

programs and services provided by 

the NCM. 

 

NCM AGM coming soon. Please 

check our Website ncmusic.ca or 

our Facebook—Nanaimo Conserva-

tory of Music 

APPLICATIONS  

NOW OPEN 
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