QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER - FALL 2021
WELCOME BACK

UPCOMING AGM

I hope all of our students and their
families had a fun and relaxing
summer!
A warm welcome to all of our new
students, faculty and staff. We are so
thankful to our community for all the
support you have shown us over
these past 18 months.
It is so nice to see familiar faces in
the halls once again and hear the
waves of music that are faintly heard
through the office walls. All of it was
sorely missed while we were at
minimum capacity. There are a lot of
exciting events in the works for this
next year, so please stay tuned for
more information on our Facebook
and website.
It is my hope that this lesson year
will be full of successful experiences
for all.
Sincerely,

Jennifer VanderSchaaf
Executive Director
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The Nanaimo Conservatory of
Music’s 2021 Annual General
Meeting will be taking place on

We look forward to seeing you!
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JAZZ IS COMING TO THE CONSERVATORY
Nico Rhodes is a multi instrumentalist, composer, arranger, and
instructor who inhabits all styles,
eras, and genres of music. Having
begun his studies on piano at the
age of 3, Nico committed himself to
music from the very beginning. By
the age of 16, Nico had won several
classical and jazz competitions,
including the invitation to perform
with the Yamaha National Jazz Band
on both piano and saxophone.

Nico is an ease in any genre, on any
stage. Nico’s original compositions
and arrangements number in the
hundreds including choral works,
symphonic pop shows, chamber
works and a portfolio of over 100+
original commissioned cinematic
works. Meanwhile, Nico has also
developed his own historic musical
show “The Art of Ragtime” in which
the audience is given a century-long
journey
through
his
classic
American music.
An avid believer in the joy of sharing
experience and knowledge, Nico
teaches piano, woodwinds, music
theory and arranging to a variety of
ages and skill levels. Having been
blessed with formidable teachers,
Nico strives to engage all of his
students with fun, disciplined and
insightful lessons that delve into
everything from synthesizer design
to string quartet writing.

At 17, he began his professional career working in pit orchestras for
musical theatre as a sideman and as
a musical director. By the age of 30,
Nico had conducted and arranged
more than 40 professional musicals
across Canada.
Aside from theatre, Nico is active as
both a recording sideman, a choral
director, an arranger and composer,
and a performer in his own right.
With three original musicals to his
name, several dozen recording
credits (Piano/Sax/Clarinet/Vocals)
with artists like Juno Award-winning
songwriter Rick Scott, Jesse Awardwinning chanteuse Joelle Rabu;
local blues and country artists and
more, and 2 shows orchestrated for
full symphony orchestra.

NEW CHAMBER
MUSIC PROGRAM
The NCM’s faculty is made up of
very talented musicians, who spend
their spare time still amerced in
music projects of their own. The
NCM had the opportunity to start a
new Chamber Music program this
year, and some of the faculty
jumped at the opportunity to be
involved.
Through the discussions it was
decided that the NCM will be
forming a Nanaimo Chamber Music
group, made up of some of our own
faculty as well as other talented
musicians on Vancouver Island. They
will be performing several concerts
through the next year, and will also
be involved in an outreach program
that will see mini concerts being
played in certain retirement homes
and long term care facilities around
town.
The new Chamber music program
will also offer several youth
workshops which will help our
younger musicians develop skills
in ensemble playing, which is
an essential part of a musician’s
training.
Our annual Chamber Music Festival
will end off the year in June, and
because we have not been able to
hold it for the last two years, we are
looking to make it one you do not
want to miss.

Please call the office at

Please stay tuned for more details!

250-754-4611 for more information
on registering for the Enhanced Jazz
program or one on one jazz lessons
with Nico.
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NEW VOCAL INSTRUCTOR
Erin Lawson is thrilled to be joining
the faculty at the Nanaimo
Conservatory of Music. She has been
praised by Opera Canada for her
“beautiful lyric mezzo-soprano”
voice, and has spent the better part
of the past two decades singing
across Canada and beyond.
She has appeared as a soloist with
Calgary Opera, Edmonton Opera,
Saskatoon Opera and Pacific Opera
Victoria, among others. She has
enjoyed bringing opera to audiences
further afield, touring the east coast
of Canada with the Jeunesse
Musicales, and the west coast with
Vancouver Opera. Erin was also a
proud member of the professional
core of the Canadian Opera
Company Chorus for five years,
before moving with her family to
Nanaimo.
Erin holds a Bachelor of Music in
vocal performance from Wilfrid
Laurier University, and a Masters
degree from the University of
Toronto. She is a graduate of both
Calgary Opera and Pacific Opera
Victoria’s young artist programs.
Alongside her performing, Erin is a
dedicated teacher with over ten
year experience, and enjoys
teaching students of all levels.

NEW VIOLIN INSTRUCTOR
Louella Alatiit is a violinist with a
diverse performing career. Her
musical inspiration extends from the
expressiveness and improvisatory
elements of baroque music. She has
worked with some of the world’s
leading
period
instrument
ensembles such as, The English
Concert and the Orchestra of the
Age of Enlightenment, among
others. Equally, she has had
extensive training in modern violin,
notable teachers include Phil Setzer,
Pam Frank and Ani Kavafian. She has
played with many renowned
conductors and directors and has
toured
extensively
throughout
Europe, Asia, and North America. A
graduate of three prestigious
schools, Ms. Alatiit holds a
Bachelor’s of Music in Violin
Performance from McGill University,
a Diploma in Baroque Violin from
the Royal Conservatory of The
Hague, as well as a Master’s and
Doctor of Musical Arts from Stony
Brook University, NY.
This experience and training is
something she aspires to impart to
the next generation of musicians,
and as a passionate educator she
has done this by for more than 25
years. Equally at home teaching
children, intermediate to upper
level students, and adult learners,
she is an Associate of the Victoria
Conservatory (teacher training with
Sydney Humphreys) and completed
a Suzuki teacher training course at
Ithaca College, NY. Additionally, she
taught at the Virtuoso Suzuki
Academy, a prestigious Suzuki-based
music school in New York.

After living in the Netherlands for 15
years, she has recently relocated
back to Vancouver Island to live
close to family with her husband
and two young children.

Call the office today to set up a
free meet and greet with Erin
and Janelle today!

250-754-4611
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HOW TO REGISTER!
The office is now accepting
registrations for the new 2021 2022 lesson year. The NCM is happy
to announce that all in-person
lessons and groups will resume in
September. We understand if there
are students who are not ready to
resume in-person lessons right away
and the option for online lessons is
still available. If you were registered
this last year, please confirm your
lesson time with your instructor for
the fall.
You can register via email, over the
phone or by coming into the office.
Please note that the Conservatory is
finishing up renovations before
September 7 so if you intend on
coming into the office, we ask that
you call ahead to make sure
someone will be on site.
You can find all our registration
forms on our website at:
https://www.ncmusic.ca/forms/
If you have been registered at the
NCM for the last two years, you can
use the shorter re-registration form
for the 2021-2022 lessons year.
We are looking forward to seeing
everyone and hearing the NCM halls
filled with music once again.

FURTHER PROGRAM AND REGISTRATION UPDATES
Everyone at the NCM is looking
forward to the new lesson year,
starting this September. With COVID
restrictions being lifted and our
re-opening plan in place, we are
able to allow our wind instruments,
vocal and choir to get back to
in-person instruction along with all
of our group programming and
workshops. We are still going to be
taking every precaution to make
sure we keep our students, their
families, our faculty and staff, safe
from
COVID as well as other
communicable
illnesses,
with
everyone’s help.
Making sure we all do our part by
washing our hands and/or using our
hand sanitizing stations around the
school upon entering, wiping down
our studio’s between lessons and
staying home if we are feeling ill.
Please click here to see our updated
Safety Plan.
We have some exciting news about
new programs coming in the fall and
several new faculty who will be
starting in September. We are also
looking forward to the return of
group programs that were halted
due to COVID.
Alex Lee will be bringing back the
Cello Choir as well as the Adult Cello
group this fall, and Karl Rainer is
looking forward to restarting the
Prelude Junior Orchestra. Judith
Pazder started in September 2020
and is looking forward to finally

meeting her students in person and
restarting the recorder and flute
groups will once again.
Marian Smith is busy getting
prepared to get back into the swing
of things with the Nanaimo Junior
and Mezzo Choirs and Erin Lawson
and Mary Jackson will be able to
open their studio’s to all of our vocal
students. Nick Ross will welcome
back any beginner brass students
that have had to take a hiatus as
well.
Below are registration forms for
those students returning to the
NCM from the 2020-2021 lesson
year, and forms for those students
who are new or returning after the
year off. We are phasing out the
“punch passes” in 2021-2022 and
are offering our pre-authorized
payment plan to everyone. Of
course, full payment of tuition and
registrations is still an option.

DIRECT LINKS TO FORMS
REGISTRATION FORM
RE-REGISTRATION FORM
PRE-AUTHORIZED MONTHLY
PAYMENT PLAN
NCM COURSE CATALOG
Please call the office for more info
250-754-4611
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EXCITING CHANGS HAPPENED THIS SUMMER
In 2019 we started a renovations fundraiser. The building that we purchased over 16 years previous was needing
some serious upgrades in order to continue to provide safe and accessible programming to people of all ages . Our
renovations project had four stages to the plan.
The onset of COVID put a damper on our fundraising efforts from March 2020 on, but we had most of the funds
raised to complete stage one by then, and we managed to raise enough to complete the renovations to the
ensemble room and the washrooms in August 2020.

Since all of our attempts at hosting fundraising events were cancelled, we were worried that we wouldn’t be able
to raise enough funds to replace the roof. And that was a huge concern. However, our perseverance paid off and
we are excited to say that not only will we be able to replace the roof, but we will be able to replace our windows
and doors as well, thanks to the generosity of those who donated towards our renovations project and a matching
grant.
These necessary upgrades will improve the building’s operation and safety, attractiveness, functionality, and
accessibility for all, especially for children, our students and audience members who require mobility assistance or
accommodation. If you would like to be a part of making a lasting and important contribution to Vancouver
Island’s cultural landscape, you can do so through the PAYPAL giving fund and Canadahelps.org. Both
organizations do not hold back any fees, and we receive 100% of your donation. They also issue you a tax receipt
for your records.
We thank everyone for their continued support, and their contributions through such a difficult year.
PAYPAL Giving Fund

Canadahelps.org
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A SUCCESSFUL DAY!

THRIFTY FOOD SMILE CARDS
Here was a great way to support our
school while you grocery shop.
Simply get your Thrifty Food’s Smile
card at the NCM office, load it up at
the Thrifty Foods customer service
desk, and pay for your groceries
with your card upon check out. The
NCM will receive 5% of all purchases
at the cash register.

DONATING ONLINE
Do you want to know how to
donate to the NCM to help us
continue to make a meaningful
difference in our community by
enhancing lives through the
transformative power of music?
Simply click on the link below, and
the Paypal giving fund will give 100%
of your donation to the NCM, and
they will also give you a tax receipt
for your files.
DONATE NOW

The NCM held its first annual
SHRED—A—THON fundraiser on
Saturday, May 15. What a great
opportunity to get rid of all those
files and confidential papers you no
longer needed while supporting our
school at the same time. It was
more of a success then expected,
thanks to our volunteers and
sponsors and every one who came
out to support our school.
The NCM relies on the support of
our community in order to continue
to make a meaningful difference in
our community. We look forward to
hosting another SHRED—A—THON
next year.

RE-OPENING GUIDELINES
Students, their families, faculty and
staff should plan for full return to
in-person lessons.
 Faculty In-home studio lessons
can resume through the NCM
The fundraiser only went on until
June 15. All proceeds will go
towards the replacement of our
school roof, windows and doors this
summer. For those who participated
in this fundraiser, please keep your
cards, as we will be fundraising
through Thrifty Foods again real
soon. and their contributions
through such a difficult year.

A FOND FAREWELL
Angela Birney came to the NCM in
2017, and after several years of
teaching piano here, she moved on
to her next adventure at the end of
June.
Angela is an amazing instructor and
her students will miss her greatly.



Online lessons will continue to be
an option



Group lessons & choir will restart



In-person voice and
instrument
instruction
resume with restrictions



In-person recitals, masterclasses
and workshops can resume



Increased capacity for indoor
seated organized gatherings in
the NCM ensemble room



Ensemble room can be used for
more than an hour at a time



Best practices cleaning policies
will stay in place

wind
can

*Masks inside the NCM will
continue to be a requirement
Please click here for more details on
the NCM reopening plan.
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END OF YEAR RECITAL PROGARM 2021

THANK YOU
PERFORMERS
Mian Wu (Piano)
Brydan Morris (cello)
Jack Bundon (guitar)

Song Without Words, op. 30 no.1
Allegro
Yesterday

Wyatt Hessler (piano)
Olivia Crowhurst (violin)
Hazel Farley Thompson (piano)
Gabrielle Fry (viola)
Nicola Groome (piano)

Blue Mood
Sonata No.4 in D, 1st Mvt
Reflections
Hungarian Dance No.5
Walz
Vieille Chanson
Danse Rustique
Ghiribizzo
Sunrise Canyon
Ecossaise
Pepperoni Pizza Pie
Bouree from Partita No.3
Over The Rainbow
Minuet No. 1
Bouree from Cello Suite No.3
Intermezzo

Caelan Hill (cello)
Harvey Tinlin (guitar)
Charlotte Groome (piano)
Aliza Ashurst (piano)
Muyiwa Alabi (cello)
Ella Wyndlow (violin)
Natalie Crowhurst (voice)
Grace Cho (cello)
Elliot Nakagawa (violin)
Harve Tinlin (guitar)
Forrest
Suzuki Cello Group

Go Tell Aunt Rhody
Aunt Rhody Goes East
Mia Yoon (piano)
Etude op.25 No.1
Karl Rainer(violin), Natasha Pashchenko (guitar) Pacoca

F. Mendelssohn
S. Suzuki
J. Leonnon
and P. McCartney
W. Gillock
G.F. Handel
D. Alexander
J. Brahms
J. Brahms
R. Saint-Jean
W.H. Squire
N. Paganini
L. Fletcher
J.N. Hummel
J. S. Bach
H. Arlen, Y. Harburg
J.S. Bach
J.S. Bach
M.de Falla, arr.A.

F. Chopin
C. Machado

Thank you to all our students who performed in the recital today as well as their instructors;
Mary Jackson, Natasha Pashchenko, Alexandra Lee, Karl Rainer, Nick Ross and Teresa Borek.
We would also like to thank Karl Rainer and Natasha Pashchenko
for organizing and assembling the video files for this concert
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YEAR END RECITAL 2020-21
Through all the changes we have
had to make due to COVID, our
students and their instructors have
had to work extra hard. This year
has tested their resilience and
dedication and it has been amazing
to see how we have all worked
together to make sure the
Conservatory does not go silent.
A thank you goes out to all our
students who participated in the
recital and took the time to record
their performances. A big thank you
also goes out to Karl Rainer and
Natasha Pashchenko. It is because of
their hands on support and hours of
volunteered time that we were able
to make this virtual recital a reality.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

The awards are made possible through funds established by our generous
sponsors. The principal aim of this scholarship program is to offer financial
support to deserving students and encourage them in their music studies.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 2020-2021
Hazel-Farley-Thompson
Heather Seymour Memorial Scholarship
Harvey Tinlin
Barry Swan Guitar Scholarship
Ella Wyndlow
Michael Medlam Memorial Scholarship
Anthony Yang
Joyce Horner Scholarship
Olivia Crowhurst
Veronica Wagner Scholarship
Brydan Morris
Joie De Vivre Scholarship

CALL FOR SPONSORS

If you would like to be a sponsor of an NCM
Scholarship and help a deserving student
continue with their music studies, please call the
NCM office for more information at
250-754-4611
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NCM GROUPS YOU CAN JOIN!
Please contact the NCM office if you are interested in participating in any of the following groups.
Space is limited
MONDAYS
MUSIC THERAPY WITH NICOLE LANCASTER

9:00 AM—3:00 PM

PRELUDE/JUNIOR ORCHESTRA

4:00 PM—5:00 PM

CELLO CHOIR WITH ALEXANRA LEE

6:30 PM—7:30 PM

TUESDAYS
KINDERMUSIK WITH NICOLE ARENDT
*kindermusik is for children 0-5 years old

9:00 AM—9:15 AM
10:00 AM—10:45 AM
11:00 AM—11:45 AM

MEZZO CHOIR WITH MARIAN SMITH

3:30 PM —4:30 PM

ENHANCHED JAZZ GROUP WITH NICO RHODES

6:00 PM —7:00 PM

WEDNESDAYS
MUSIC THERAPY WITH NICOLE LANCASTER

9:00 AM—1:00 PM

NANAIMO YOUTH CHOIR WITH MARIAN SMITH

3:30 PM—4:30 PM

FLUTE-CHESTRA WITH JUDITH PAZDER

5:30 PM—6:30 PM

THURSDAYS
MUSIC THERAPY WITH NICOLE LANCASTER

9:00 AM—11:00 AM

ADVANCED HARP ENSEMBLE WITH MARILYN RUMMEL

11:45 AM—1:15 PM *twice a month

RECORDER TROUPE WITH JUDITH PAZDER

2:00 PM—3:00 PM

HARP STUDIO A WITH MARILYN RUMMEL

5:30 PM —7:00 PM *once a month

HARP STUDIO C WITH MARIYLN RUMMEL

5:30 PM —7:00 PM *once a month

FRIDAYS
MUSIC THERAPY WITH NICOLE LANCASTER

9:00 AM—5:30 PM
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DETAILED NCM SAFETY GUIDELINES—WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
As of October 24, 2021 - anyone 12 years old and over who is registered for in-person and group lessons, or is
attending any workshops or special events at the NCM, must be fully vaccinated. Any adult supervising their student's
in-person and group lessons must also show proof of vaccination.

DETAILED SAFETY GUIDELINE
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CONTACT US
CONSERVATORY OFFICE HOURS:
9AM—4:30 PM
Monday—Friday
OFFICE PHONE:
250 754 4611
EMAIL:
info@ncmusic.ca
Visit us on Facebook!
FB.com/nanaimoconservatory
Check out our website!
ncmusic.ca
Join our email list
To join just email:
info@ncmusic.ca
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